
MA1  Methods and Resources in Contextual Theology 

The unit will enable students to develop and evaluate contextual approaches to the 

Bible, mission, and congregational studies.  It will analyse different models of contextual 

theology, and explore the way in which the classic theological disciplines of biblical 

studies and systematic theology relate to and interact with the theory and practice of 

contextual theology. Case studies devoted to the work of particular theologians will be 

used, providing in each case an overview of the relationship between their theological 

work and contextual circumstances, and a more detailed examination of a particular 

writing.  The theologians selected will depend partly on staff expertise and availability 

and the make up of the class, but will include liberation, feminist, African and Asian 

theologians.   

 

MA26  Theologies of the Body 

The unit will explore critiques of dualistic thinking expressed in contemporary 

expressions of embodied theologies.  It will examine theological and ethical 

understandings of embodied theology in relation to themes such as gender and human 

sexuality, feminist theologies, ageing and disability, and eco theologies. 

 

MA27a  Approaches to Christian Homiletics 

Preaching remains a significant part of contemporary ministry in the Christian church.  

However, it is a practice that is much contested. Debate surrounds the theology, nature, 

purpose, means and even the validity of the enterprise.  This module will deal with a 

number of these key issues by looking at proposals from some of the most influential 

theorists in the field.  Students will be encouraged to examine these proposals in the 

light of their own experiences of preaching (whether as preacher or listener.)  They will 

also take into account important contextual factors including the characteristics of the 

congregation, the local community, and features of the wider socio-cultural setting in 

which preaching takes place today. 

 

MA28  British Responses to Liberation Theology 

Since Liberation theology emerged from the Latin American context in the 1960s there 

has been an explosion of church and academic responses from around the world. Many 

indigenous communities saw liberation theology as a means to express their 

experiences of unjust structures within and beyond the church. Marginal groups such as 

LGBTQI, Women, people with disabilities and others responded with new ways of 

reading both context and the Bible. Ecological reflections have also found a home in 

Liberation theology. The church and academy in Britain have responded to Liberation 

theology in a variety of ways but not always explicitly so. This unit will look at the 

context out of which Latin American Liberation theology emerged and some examples 

of how other Liberation theologies have developed in order to look at how and why the 

Church and Academy in Britain have responded to this global school of thought.  

 

 

 



MAB1  The Bible in a Postmodern Context 

In this module we will explore several aspects of the contextual shift, often denoted 

'postmodernism', especially as these pertain to the status and function of biblical 

interpretation.  The module will provide exposure to some of the major works of recent 

critical theory and worked examples of the use of theoretical resources within biblical 

interpretation.  Participants will be expected to contribute to seminar sessions and to 

make initial presentations to the seminar on the topics that they will be exploring in 

their written assignment. 

 

MAB2  Contemporary Controversies in Biblical Studies 

This module offers an opportunity for students to get ‘up to date’ with some recent 

developments in biblical studies and related issues. Topics for study will be drawn from 

recent scholarship in both Old and New Testaments, especially where new ideas are 

challenging or contradicting earlier hypotheses, and from contemporary issues that 

relate more generally to biblical theology. Students will benefit most from this module if 

they have previously completed biblical studies at undergraduate level or higher. 

 

MAB5  Paul’s Gospel in Rome: Pauline Theology in Context 

This unit will look at issues in Paul’s letter to Romans, such as; 

- Coherence and contingency in Paul’s theology and letters 

- The situation behind Romans and the purpose of the letter (Romans 1:14-15) 

- Paul as an apocalyptic theologian (Romans 1:1-17) 

- Sin, power and law (Romans 1-3) 

- Paul’s Christology in context (Romans 5) 

- Paul’s language of salvation (Romans 3:5-6) 

- Paul’s theology of the Spirit (Romans 8) 

- Jew and Gentile and the question of identity (Romans 9-11) 

- The Church as the new community (Romans 12) 

- The Church and the State (Romans 13) 

In addition to these topics, participants will be asked to participate in exegetical 

seminars exploring in detail key texts from Paul’s letter to the Romans. 

 

MAC2  Reflective Practice in Church and Community 

The unit will draw on the growing literature on reflective practice and congregational 

studies to enable participants to develop their skills in theological reflection on such 

topics as; management of change and conflict, the understanding of structures, 

organizations and power issues, group dynamics, and professional ethics and 

boundaries.  It is intended particularly for those whose roles include leadership of 

churches or community organizations, strategic thinking, and the development of vision.  

It will enable participants to develop skills in supervision and consultancy, and analyse 

the theological implications of different models of leadership and management. 

 

 

 



MAC3  Pastoral and Spiritual Care in the Postmodern Context 

This course is aimed particularly at practitioners, teachers and supervisors in the area of 

pastoral and spiritual care.  It will look at critiques of pastoral care raised by African and 

feminist perspectives, and issues raised by emerging and alternative models of church.  

It will examine pastoral care in relation to faith development, to the disciplines of 

counselling and psychotherapy, and to the growing focus on spiritual care in the fields of 

education, health and social care.   It will pay particular attention to issues of gender, 

sexuality and working with children and young people; and develop an awareness of 

issues relating to boundaries, power and abuse, and good practice. 

 

MAC4  Chaplaincy in the Multi-faith and Secular Context 

This unit is designed for those working or on placement in chaplaincy, or engaged in 

some form of workplace ministry.  It will evaluate the contemporary role of chaplaincy, 

and how it engages with secular agendas of community cohesion and spiritual care.  It 

will examine chaplaincy in various settings (eg health care, retail, the armed forces, the 

prison service and education) and enable reflection on the ethical and theological issues 

that arise in practice. 

 

MAC6a Understanding Contextual Worship 

This module will explore worship from a contextual viewpoint, giving a brief overview of 

historical developments, and examining contemporary expressions of liturgy from 

theological, psychological, social and anthropological perspectives.  Participants will be 

encouraged to analyse current expressions of liturgy in relation to particular contexts, 

such as inclusivity, new forms of church, and rites of passage. 

 

MAC6b The Language of Worship 

This module will explore words used in worship from a contemporary, contextual 

viewpoint focusing particularly on those elements which can be regarded as being 

poetic in nature. It will concentrate on hymns, songs and prayers currently available 

outside the canon of specifically denominational resources. 

Participants will be encouraged to analyse these resources with a view to understanding 

what makes these elements effective and apt parts of worship. They will also be 

encouraged to write and critique their own material. 

 

MAC6c  The Theory and Practice of Preaching 

This unit will critically examine a range of issues relating to the theology and practice of 

preaching including its nature, its purpose, its validity and what constitutes effective 

preaching. 

 

MAG1  Theologies of Religious Diversity and Dialogue 

The unit will address the question of religious diversity from a variety of angles, 

including the political and ideological contexts of ‘otherness’. It will outline and analyse 

exclusivist perspectives (or in Paul Knitter’s terms, ‘total’ or ‘partial replacement’ 

theologies), inclusivist perspectives (from Rahner and D’Costa’s Trinitarian model, to 



comparative theologies and postliberal approaches), the pluralism represented by 

philosophical (Hick), mystical (Panikkar) and ethical approaches (Suchocki, Knitter), and 

the ‘complementary’ (or ‘deep’) pluralism of John B. Cobb. It will explore different 

Muslim and Sikh perspectives on religious diversity, and examine the principles of 

sensitive and honest dialogue and practice – both within Christian faith with those of a 

different perspective, and on the frontiers of faith. 

 

MAG3a Issues in the Theology of Mission 

This unit will focus on developing a critical and contextual examination of a selection of 

current issues in the theology of mission. 

 

MAG7  Reading the Bible Ecologically 

The unit will pay primary attention to critical readings of the Bible in the context of the 

global climate crisis.  The main, but not exclusive, context will be climate change but by 

extension also what is, by many, regarded as human abuse of creation in  more general 

terms (pollution, or over-using of resources, for example). 

This unit will enable students to critique and evaluate ecological readings of the Bible 

alongside exploring the theological and ethical consequences for our understanding of 

God, humankind and other-than-human creation. 

 

MAG8  Jesus and Mission in the shadow of Empire 

This module draws on an insight within the ecumenical movement that ‘Empire’ is a 

pertinent lens through which to interpret 21st century systems and relationships. It 

relates that insight to recent scholarship about the interaction between Jesus’ ministry 

and the Roman imperial context. It asks how such a way of interpreting the world 

informs churches’ understanding and practice of mission. To explore this, it draws on 

experiences and theologies from around the world. 

Particular themes of imperial contexts will be explored, such as: economics, patterns of 

domination, and cultural conformity. 

 

MAS1  Researching Issues in Contemporary Urban Theology 

The unit will enable participants to initiate some original theological research in a local 

urban area, drawing on a critical analysis of current theories of urban development, 

contemporary theories of church mission and ministry in urban areas, and current 

research findings from a variety of sources in an urban area in the UK. 

 

MAS3  Spirituality in Contemporary Culture 

In this module we will examine and evaluate different definitions of spirituality and 

throughout the course will be encouraged to look at spirituality as people encounter it.  

Critical attention will be paid to New Age spirituality and other contemporary forms of 

spirituality including spirituality in film, literature, novels, and art.  Specific case studies 

will consider the relationship between spirituality and hymnody and the urban context 

and explore the role of spirituality in the celtic and charismatic traditions. 

 



MAS4  Contemporary Trends In Evangelism 

In this module we will explore a range of developments and trends in the theology and 

practice of evangelism particularly in relation to the context of western culture. 

 

MAS6a  Christian Ethics in Pastoral Context 

This course focuses on selected texts which should enable the participant to 

- deepen their awareness of the ethical ramifications of Christian anthropology. 

- understand key philosophical and theological approaches to ethics, including 

Consequentialist, Deontological and Virtue-based approaches. 

- apply moral concepts to a selection of controversial issues related to medicine, 

sex and warfare. 

This course is aimed primarily at those exercising some form of pastoral ministry 

(whether ordained or lay), but should be beneficial to others keen to develop their 

understanding of Christian ethics. It should equip participants to advance their 

understanding of, and ability to apply, Christian moral scholarship to contemporary 

moral issues. 


